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| To the REvVEREND the 
ARCHDEACON 


O F 


BEDFORD 


And the CLERGY then preſent, 


This DISCOURSE Publiſhed at their Requeſt, 
is humbly inſcribed by their 


_ Aﬀectionate Brother, 


and Humble Servant 


J. MUSCUT:. 


—— 
— — — pq 


St. Joun XII. Verſe 46. 


J am come a Light into the World that whoſoever 
believeth on me ſhould not abide in Darkneſs. 


S the gracious End and Deſign of the Goſþe! Diſpenſation was 
to deliver Mankind from the Bond and Slavery of Sin, and 
the Puniſhment conſequent thereupon, ſo did our Saviour 

make it his Buſineſs thro' the whole courſe of his Miniſtry 

to lay before them the neceſſary means of attaining to this End. Ae- 
cordingly we find him in the Go/pel..continually employ'd in laying 
down the principal Rules required bothin Faith and Practice, inſtruct- 
ing his Diſciples in the Nature of his Miſſion, and uſing all Arguments 
and Diſcourſes which might diſpel thoſe Clouds of Ignorance, which 
hung over them, and obſcur'd cheir Underſtandings. 


. 


TAE Tenor of the Gebel from whence I have taken my Text has 

a more particular Reference to this Part of his Miniſtry with regard 
to Divine Truths. The whole Circle of /aving Knowledge includes 
that Information which is neceſſary for the Conduct of our Lives with 
regard to Practice, and conveys to us thoſe ſublime Notions of the 
Deity which are moſt ſuitable to the Dignity and Perfection of his 
A Nature, 


| (6) 
Nature. When therefore the reſt of the Evangeliſts had chiefly made 
it their Buſineſs to record our Saviour's Nativity according to the Fleſh, 
to relate the Miracles which he wrought for the Confirmation of his 
Doctrine, the Parables which he ſpake, and the practical Precepts of 
Chriſtianity ; St. John ſertles his Divine Original, and contenting him- 
ſelf with a Miracle or two, mattes his Diſcoutſes the main Subject of 
his Goſpel, in which Chriſt delivered thoſe foblitne and myſterious 
Truths which were neceſfary to Salvation, but from any other In- 
ſtructor had been wholly unintelligible. For ſuch confeſſedly is the 
Weakneſs of Human Reafon, and ſueh' the Nature of thoſe Truths, 
that without the Aſſiſtance of that Holy Spirit with which he taught, 
the World had ſtill wander'd in endleſs Darkneſs, and been till dead 
to all /aving Knowledge. Of this was God truly ſenſible, and there- 
fore according to the unbounded meaſure of his Goodneſs he ſent his 
Son who came a Laght into the World that whoſoever believeth on him: 
* ſhould not abide in Darkneſs, i. e. that he might deliver us from a State 
of Ignorance and Sin and inſtruct us in that —— which is unto 
Salvation. 


TuIs Spirit of Knowledge, this Light which is from above, our 
Saviour promiſed to his Diſciples when he ſhould be taken away from 
them, as knowing it abſolutely neceſſary in the great Work of reform- 
ing an ignorant and wicked Generation. I (ſays he) will pray the Fas 
ther and he ſhall give you another Comforter that he may abide with you. 
for ever; even the Spirit of Truth whom the World cannot receive be- 
cauſe it ſceth him not neither knoweth him: But ye know him for he 
awelleth with you and ſhall be in you *®, The neceſſities of Mankind re- 
quired ſuch /apernatural Aſſiſtance, for being plunged in the groſſeſt 
Ignorance, the natural Conſequence was a load of Impiety: And the 
Light of Nature was as unable to recover it ſelf from Errour, as on the 
other hand the corrupt Inclinations of Men rendered them unwilling 
to quit their darling Vices and admit of a Reformation of Manners. 
Such indeed was the State of the World that thro' the Superſtition and 


* Tohn XIV. 16, 17. 
Idolatry 


(7) 
Idolatry of the greateſt Part of it, thro the abſurd and contradiftory 
Notions of the Ignorant, the Perverſeneſs and Obſtinacy of the more 
Knowing, the-very Appearance of Religion and Truth was vaniſhed, 
when the Son of God came 4 Light into the World that whoſoever be- 
lieved on him ſhould not abide in Darkneſs, In diſcourfing upon which 
Words 1 ſhall 910 


. Taxs a View of the State of Religion both in the Gentile 
World and under the Jewiſh Diſpenſation. 


2dly. I 8HALL ſhew in what Reſpects the Son of God may be faid 
to have come a Light into the World. | 


2dly. 1 Su Ars cloſe the whole with ſuch Obſervations as ſhall ſeem 
properly ſuggeſted to us by the Subject. 


AND firſt I am to take a View of the State of Religion both in the 
Gentile World and under the Jewiſh Diſpenſation. 


I sHALL begin with the Gentiles, and enquire how far they pro- 


ceeded in Divine Knowledge, and how reaſonable their Syſtem of 
Religion was. 


REer1iGion, when not taken for any particular Mode or Manner 
of Worſhip ſignifies in general the Homage due to God as our Crea- 
tor and Preſerver; Natpral Religion then is the Obligation a Creature 
lies under to his Creator, admits a Providence, future Rewards and 
Puniſhments, and enjoyns the Performance of all Moral Duties. This 
was the Rule the Gentiles had to go by, and to this, had they uſed 
proper Endeavours and guarded againſt needleſs Corruptions, they might 
poſſibly have attained. But that they did not, is apparent both from 
their Hiſtory and Writings, which will inform us that they were re- 


markably defective both in Principles and Practice, inaſmuch as they 
neither underſtood nor acted up to ſuch Obligations. For, as to the 
Exifjenco of a Deity, inſtead of one primary efficient Cauſe of all 

A 2 Things, 


« 
» 


Things, che Sovereign of the Univerſe, they held a Plurality of Gods 
differing in Power, Will, and Inclination ; agitated by Luſt, Hatred, 
and Revenge, given to Vices for which the worſt of Men are juſtly 
abhorred/ and ſubject to all the Paſſions of a wicked and debauched 
Mind. Such were the Objects of their Worſhip, and their Rites and 
Ceremonies were framed accordingly ; their Service in their Temples 
was ridiculous, and extravagant, their Myſteries lewd and obſcene, 
their Sacrifices barbarous and inhuman. If any one ſhould object that 
theſe were vulgar Notions and Practices, and tho' for the moſt Part 
yet not univerſally believed and embraced, let us have recourſe to the 

Schools of the Philoſophers and learn the moſt which the brighteſt 

Genius's of the Gentile World can teach us. — It muſt be acknow- 

ledged that now and then there ſtarted up Men who refuſed to give in- 
to ſuch unreaſonable Sentiments: Yet their Opinions were but of ſhore 
duration and little underſtood, and for the moſt part of fo trifling: 
a nature that they by no means anſwered the Pains of thoſe who exa- 

amined them. | 


Tur Epicureans allowed indeed the Exiſtence of one God but de- 
nyed his Providence; deeming it altogether unworthy the Dignity of 
bis Nature, to concern himſelf with human Affairs. Upon this weak 
and falſe Foundation, they built their abfurd Notion of the Creation 
of the World; further aſſerting that it was governed by blind Chance, 
without any Intervention of the Deity, whoſe Happineſs according. 
to them conſiſted in a State of perfect Indolence, in a vain and idle 
Contemplation of his own Perfections. | 


Fur Platoni/ts held Notions more refined and nearer approaching 
to, tho' {till wide of the Truth. And as to what their Maſter af- 
firmed of the Deity which bears. any Conformity to his Nature, that 
has heen ſufficiently proved by learned Men to be borrowed from the 
Books of Moyes, and ſtolen from the Hebrew Syſtem of Theology, 
upon which account Clemens Alexandrinus ſtyles him the Hebrew Phi- 
loſopher. Nevertheleſs in his Doctrine of the Univerſe he has ſuffi- 
ciently diſcovered the weakneſs of Human Reaſon. For he aflerts = | 
Wortd: 


(9) 
World to be an intelligent Being confiſting of Body and Soul, the 
Creation to be a mixt Production, and other Abſurdities ; which evi- 
dently diſplayed a great Genius perplexed and bewildered in a Maze 
of Errour. 


From. him the Peripateticks borrowed their Syſtem of Philoſophy 
with little or no Improvements ſufficient. to give any Satisfaction to 
an. Enquirer. 

LASTLY, whoever conſults that great Philoſopher Tully, will ſee 
an infinite variety of Opinions about the Nature of God; no one 
agreeing with-another but in this, that they were all equally far from 
Truth, One while we ſee Divinity attributed to the World in gene- 
ral: Another while to a Part of it. Sometimes to the Sun and even 
to the Earth we inhabit. And after all it is obſervable that tho' the 
Philoſopher has ingeniouily enough overthrown theſe Fancies; yet 
that he has eſtabliſhed no Truth in oppoſition to them, but content- 
ing himſelf. with the certainty of their being falſe, has not concerned 


himſelf to enquire what may be true ; being beyond all diſpute con- 
vinced that to determine an Enquiry of that Nature was above the 


Abilities of the moſt acute Philoſopher, . and beyond the Power and 
Extent of Ha man Learning, 


So ſmall a. Portion of Divine Knowledge had the moſt compre- 
henfive Genius's of the Gentile World, and if we conſider how few 
there were who could have received any Benefit from their Enquiries 
had they been more ſuccesful, it will appear that it was infinitely 
more than ballanced by the groſs Ignorance. of, the greateſt Part of 
_ Mankind, whoſe deluſions were fo ſtrong that they made Animals 
and Vegetables the Objects of their Devotion; who fell down before 
Srocks and Stones, and offered Sacrifices to the Work of Mens Hands; 
which have Mouths but ſpeak not, Eyes have they yet they ſee not, they 
have Ears but hear not, Noſes have they but ſmell not, Hands but ban- 
ale not, Feet but walk nat, neither ſpeak they thro their Throat; They 


that 
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that make them are juſthy and elegantly term d like unto them, 100 
To ar all they chat _ their Truſt in them. 


Non were they more ſucceſsful in their Enquiries after a future 
State, and the diſtribution of Rewards and Puniſhments: Their No- 
tion of the grand Tribunal was fooliſh and trifling, their Deſcription . 
of the Ely/ian Nields empty and abſurd, rather the Product of the Po- 
ets luxuriant Fancy, than the determination of a ſound and reaſonable 
Judgment. The End and Deſign of a future Account muſt be that 
of giving every one his due according to what he has done in the 
Body; but this was entirely overthrown by theit Doctrine of Fate and 
Neceſſuty, which abſolutely took away Man's free Agency and liberty 
F Hill, without which no one can be called to give an Account of 
his Actions with the leaſt Appearance of Juſtice. Add to this their 
Opinion of the Nature of the Torments of the Damned, of the Tranſ- 
migration of Souls into other Bodies after a ſet Term of Years; all 
which monſtrous Errours ſhew the miſerable State of Religion among 
the Heathens when the San of God came 4 Light into the World that 
euer believed on him ſhould not walk in n Darkneſs. 


Turin Syſtem of 'Morality was likewiſe exceedingly defective, and 
they were as much miſtaken in their Notions of Virtue as of another 
Lie. For that the beſt Philoſophers allowed the Practice of ſome 
Vices as Virtues is evident from their own and other Authors Writings. 
Humility by ſome of them is depreciated as a mean and deſpicable Qua- 
lification ; and forgiveneſs of Injuries ſo far from being at all under- 
ſtood by them, that the contrary Practice of Revenge was judged abſo- 


lutely neceſſary in the Compoſition and Character of a noble and ex- 
| alted Spirit. 


Ir might be kd here that * Love of their me cele- 
brated as ſo exalted a Virtue, gave riſe to moſt of the Diſturbances in 
the World; cheriſhing Ambition with ſo little Moderation that it be- 
came a plain and manifeſt Oppreſſion of the natural Rights and Li- 
perties of all thoſe who were weaker than themſelves; inclining them 

to 
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ro look upon all as Enemies who did not belong to them, ant thereby 
opening infinite Scenes of Cruelty and Blood in defiance of all the Di- 
ctates of Nature and Reaſon. Which naturally leads me to obſerve: the 

great Miſtake of a late ingenious Writer in making this Objection to the 
Chriſtian Revelation, viz. that it no where recommends private Friend- 

ſhip and the Love of ones Country *. For it is obvious that by not 
recommending it in the manner it was underſtood by the Heathens, 

Our LoRD has guarded againſt numberleſs Inconveniencies which 
it produced, and made a tender Proviſion for the Peace and Tranqui- 
lity of the World. But further it is evident that HE has enlarged 
theſe Virtues, HE has taught us to look upon every one as Friends, 
and all the World as our Country, and by the Precept of univer/at 
Juſtice and Charity has required that the ſame Treatment bc exerciſed” 
towards all Mankind, which the Heathen Philoſophy confined to a. 
very few. | 


Tax natural Conſequence of this prevailing Ignorance in the Gentile 
World was a load of Impiety, an univerſal degeneracy and depravity of 
Manners. Vice and Ignorance are generally Companions; for the weaker: 
the Power of Reaſon is, ſo much the ſtronger of courſe muſt be that of. 
the Paſſions. Every Man's Principles muſt neceſſarily influence his Pra- 

ctice, and his ſhare of Knowledge be the meaſure of his Conduct. When 
therefore the Heathens entertained ſuch weak and falſe Conceptions of 
the Deity, what wonder was it that their Actions ſhould be proportiona- 
bly contradictory to right Reaſon ? When they were ſo much miſtaken 
in the Object of their Worſhip, it had been ſubje& of admiration had 
they ſtumbled on the way to pleaſe God, But indeed the contrary was 

notoriouſly evident, for ſo far were they plunged in Debauchery and 
Prophaneneſs that they were become an Abomination to him; inſo- 

much that He was provoked to cut them off from the Face of the 
Earth, and with reſpect to ſome of them H made it an Article of 
Obedience with the Jews to root them out of the Land of the Living. . 
And how much ſoever the World was improved in the Age in which. 


* Shaftsb, Chara. 
QUE 
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our Lok p appeared, it is certain by what has been ſaid, that it was 
miſerably overrun with Superſtition and Idolatry, having no proper 
Notions of the Supreme Being or of en 


Havine thus far conſidered the State of Religion among the Hea- 
chens, I proceed to obſerve in what Condition it was among the Jews. 


Axp here it might be 8 that they who were bleſſed with 


| frequent and plain Informations of the Divine Will, who had a Law 


preſcribed by God himſelf, and enjoy'd a continual Inter- 
courſe and Correſpondence with Heaven, that they ſhould be perfect 
in every good Work, and a compleat Pattern of Obedience. But alas, 
how far otherwiſe was it? Notwithſtanding the large ſhare of Divine 
Knowledge vouchſafed unto them, notwithſtanding each Part of their 
Duty was with all exactneſs particularized, and inſpired Perſons from 
time to time employed by A/mighty God to keep them within their O- 
bedience, ſuch was their Perverſeneſs, ſuch their Blindneſs and Obſti- 
nacy that they forgot their Duty, and notwithſtanding all this Ligbt 
miſtook the very Nature and End of their Inſtitution. The allwiſe 
Lawgiver of the Univerſe, who well knew their ſtubborn and ungo- 
vernable Humour, -and ſaw that the Senſe of his Mercies only would 
never be ſufficient to reſtrain them from giving into the Abominations 
of the People among whom they lived, tied them up ſtrictly to Legal 
Obſervances and loaded them with variety of Rites and Ceremonies, Up- 


on which they relying on the Meſaical Inſtitution as a perfect Pattern 


of Obedience, and looking no further than the Appearances of Things, 
adhered ſtrictly to thoſe external Ordinances, and neglected thoſe in- 


ward Qualifications and Graces of which rheſe were but the Figures 


and typical Repreſentations. 


| ron this 3 therefore we find the Prophets in the Old Te- 
ſtament employed not to remind them of the neglect of their Ceremo- 
nial Obſervances, but of their Tranſgreſſion of the moral Law. For 
the Jeu preſerving a nice and conſcientious Regard for their Legal In- 
ſtitutious and ſharply puniſhing thoſe who ventured to violate hey 


at 


(23 
at the ſame Fme abandoned themſelves to all the abominable Luſts of 
| the Hearhens. 


UroNn the ſame Account we find our Lord reproaching them in 
the words of 1/aiah, that they honoured Go p with their Lips but their 
Heart was far from Him *, and upbraiding them with their groſs Er- 
rour in their ſcrupulous exactneſs in the paying Tithe of Mint, Aniſe 
and Cummin, and neglecting e weightier Matters of the Law, Judg- 
ment, Mercy, and Faith +. And further what is more to be won- 
dered at, their Teachers, the Scribes and Phariſees, moſt remarkably 
err'd in their Explanation of the Law; contending for the Obſervation 
of a Set of Precepts no where to be found in the Books of Moſes, but 
which had been (as was pretended) handed down to them from Age to 
Age from his time. Theſe they preferred to the written Law; upon 
theſe they grounded thoſe Falſities, which had deluded the People 
and perverted them from their Duty. And ſo groſs were the Propo- 
Hrjons they advanced, ſo contradictory to right Reaſon and the poſi- 
tive Inſticution of Gop, that our SAviouk denounces a heavy 
Judgment againſt; thoſe falſe Teachers, whoſe Fride made them vain 
in their Imaginations, and turned the Grace. of God into Laſciviouſ- 
neſs: It may not be improper to give a particular Inſtance or two, in 
which they had. A ins miſtook and corrupted the Word of God. 


Tur Jews. were ; commanded Deut. VI. 8. to bind thoſe words for 
a Sign upon thine. Hand and they ſhall be as Frontlets between #hine 
Eyes, and thou ſhalt write them upon the Poſts of thy Houſe and on thy 
Gates t. Which ſurely are but figurative Expreſſions of what was 
enjoyned them in the 7th Verſe of the ſame Chapter, Thou ſhalt teach 
them diligently to thy Children and. ſhalt talk of them when thou fitteſt 
in thine Houſe, and when thou walkejt by the Way and thou lieſt down 
and when thou riſeſt up. But this carnal People who were apt to turn 
all inward Piety into outward Form and Matter of Oſtentation un- 


®* T/aiah XXIX. 13, + St. Matth. XXIII. 23. 
+ Exodus XIII. 16. f 


B derſtood 
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derſtood this Commandment literally, and -prepared Rolls of Parch- 
ment with multitudes of needleſs and vain Ceremonies, and having. 
wrote on them thoſe and other ſelect Paſlages of Scripture, fitted them 
to their Foreheads and ' wrote-them on their. Wriſts; and theſe they 
| called Phylacteries, as ſerving to keep the Law in their Memory; and 
the Phariſees who would needs go layout all others in Legal Per- 
formances, not only fell into this Errour but improved upon it, and 
being willing to diſtinguſh themſelves for a ſuperior meaſure of Obe- 
_ dience wore them of an uncommon Breadth, and that not out of any 


| ſuperior regard or Reverence to Religion, but as our SAvie U R te- 
ſtifies of . to be ſeen and taken notice of a Men,” | 


AGAIN r rt Father and Mother was one of the Duties o 
the Decalogue *; in which Precept is included a poſitive Command 
-- to relieye their Parents in their Neceſſities. But to deliver Children. 
from this natural and rational Obligation the Phariſees ger Fa 
Expedient by this ingenious evaſive ne Whyfoever {all 
to his Father or Mother it is a GIT T by whatſoever thou m wy 
he profited by mr, and honowr not his Father or Mother he ſhall be 
Freer. By which is meant either that he had bound himſelf by, an 
Oath not to relieve them, which” Oath the Phariſees held lawful and 
obligatory ; or otherwiſe that he had*confecrated his Subſtance to the 
Service of the Temple and therefore could not convert it to any other. 
uſe. without Sacrilege. In either of which Caſes the Thariſees held 
that he had ſaid enough to free himſelf from any Obligation to aſſiſt 
them however preſſing their Wants might be, however urgent their 
Neceſſities. A plain Inſtance that they corrupted: the Word of Gor. 
| and made no Scruple to maintain their own Traditions, tho" by it. 
| they let un de their Obligation to Go pꝰs expreſs Commands. 


ae dee might be given of their unpardonable Errours,” 
of their intollerable Impiety, their frequent 7ap/es into Idolatry and 
their ſenſeleſs Hypocriſy, winch ſo provoked the Majeſty of Heaven 


*. Eau. XX. 12, st. Matth. XV. 5. | 
| | that 


675) 
that he profeſſes an utter deteſtation of their publick Worſhip. But 
T ſhall only ſubjoin to all this that the Jews in general had but faint 
and weak Notions of a Life to come, that ſome of them openly de- 
nied the Reſurrection arid the ſeparate Exiſtence of Souls departed *; 
that they were miſerably miſtaken in their vain and ambitious Opinion 
of the expected MESSIAH and the Nature of his Kingdom. By all 
which perverſe and wretched Conduct they loſt the inexpreſſible Be- 
nefit of his coming, and by ſhutcing their Eyes and Ears and Hearts 
from entertaining any Motion towards a Reformation, drew down the 
fullneſs of the Divine Vengeance upon them: So that ſrom enjoying 
the glorious Advantage of being God's peculiar People they are be- 


come the Scorn and Contempt of all the World and a By-Word among . 
all Nations, 1 come now | | | 


SECONDLY to ſhew in Bs Reſpects che Son of l 1 Ft 
faid to have come a Light into the World. | | 


i. Tus Son of God may be ſaid to have come @ Light into the 
World, in the Knowledge he has conveyed to us of the Deny. For 
tho the Light of Nature might have informed us that there is ont 
primary efficient Cauſe of the Univerſe, ſelf-exiftcnt from all Eternity, 
yet by the glorious Light of the Goſpel alone we are taught to wor- 
ſhip Gop the Father, to believe in Gop the Son, and to pray ſor 
thoſe Giſis and Graces which are conferred upon us by Gop the 
Holy Ghoſt. The Doctrine of the Sox's eternal Generation, of the 
Creation of the World by him, the Myſtery of the adorable 7 rinity are 
Javing Truchs above the reach of Human Reaſon, and beyond the 
narrow [Compal of Man's Underſtanding. As are likewiſe the Son's 
IncaNvation, the Union of the Human and Divine Nature in him, the 
ſtupendous Inſtance of his Love in dying for us. Theſe and all other 
Dive Truths of our moſt Holy Religion are the Gift of Gop by 
the Revelation 25 has made known to us by his Son. 


„A XXIII. 8. 


B 2 et 2dly. 
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24/7. Lion in the Sacred Writings is ſet to.expreſs the moſt im- 
maculate and perfect Purity, ſuitably. ro which the Son of God may 
be ſaid to have come a Light into the World, in that by his Preaching. 
and Example he hath. moſt ſtrongly recommended to us the Practice. 
of Virtue and Piety ; and inſtructed us in all thoſe Duties which are 
the Ornament and Perfection of a Human Soul. The moral Precepts. 
of Chriſtianity have in them a Beauty and Energy ſo peculiar to them- | 
ſelves, ſo much ſuperior in the Frame and Excellency of their Com- 


poſition to any Inſtitution whatever, that they juſtly challenge from 


every Perſon acquainted with the Goſpel, the higheſt Veneration aud. 
Regard; our Lord himſelf by his unexceptionable Conduct, his Piety 
and Goodneſs, his Meekneſs and Charity, ſet forth the comelineſs of 
Virtue in its brighteſt and moſt advantageous Colours, and by the Te- 
nor of his Life and Actions manifeſted to all Beholders the Purity of 
his Thoughts and Holineſs of his Heart. Whatever his Example re- 
commended H by his Diſcourſes enjoin'd his Followers, requiring of 
them a holy and unblameable Converſation, a fteady and uniform Obe- 
dience to the Will of Go p. 


3dly. As the Son of God may be ſaid to have come a Light into the 
World in conveying to us the Means of Salvation, and inſtructing us 
in the true Nature of God; ſo likewiſe in the certainty his com- 
ing afforded: us of a Future State. We have ſeen how much in the. 
dark the Gentiles were in ſo important a point, and that the Jews flat- 
tered themſelves with the Hopes of a temporal Redeemer: cloath'd with 
Majeſty and Honour, who ſhould make their Form of Government 
and Worſhip obſerved throughout the World: But we rely upon no 
ſuch vain and ridiculous Expectations nor wait for any Croun but that 
of Eternal Life. The glorious Light of the Goſpel has convinced 


every ſober and well- minded Man of the certainty of a Future State, 


of Rewards and Puniſhments, and fully informed us what are the pro- 


per Means of juſtifying our ſelves thro* the Merits of Chriſt at the 


laſt Day. ER 


E coME 


(17) 
I come now in the laſt Place to cloſe the whole with ſuch Obſers 
vations as ſhall. ſcem properly ſuggeſted to us by the Subject. | 


i/t. Taz Subſtance of what has been delivered under the firſt Head 
of this Diſcourſe, naturally leads us to confider the Benefit accruing to 
Mankind under theſe deplorable Circumſtances, from a Divine Reve- 
lation. For, if to have the Underſtanding darkned, and the Mind im- 
merſed in Errour be (as ſurely it juſtly may) eſteemed the greateſt of 
Misfortunes, then is the Information which delivers us out of that 
Ignorance to be looked upon as a proportionable Bleſſing and Advans 
tage. It will follow then that the Diſpenſation which furniſhed us 
with this Light is to-be received with the higheſt Honour and Venera- 
tion. How unreaſonable therefore is that Treatment which Chriſtia- 
nity has met with from ſome of its Apoſtate Profeſſors! Some of whom 
have endeavoured to ſap its Foundations by overthrowing its Evidence, 
others by, contending that it contains no more Information than the 
Light of Nature furniſhed. us with before; of which laſt (as bearing 
an immediate Reference to the preſent Subject) it may properly enough 
be asked, how comes it then that wwe have ſo much more Divine Know- 
ledge than the greateſt Heathens? Their Capacities. it: muſt be con- 
feſſed were as exalted, as extenſive, and as acute as ours; and yet it is 
as certain that we eminently exceed them in Divine Knowledge, hav- 
ing a. clearer inſight into the Nature of Go» and his Attributes, into 
the Manner of his dealing with Men and the Diſpenſations of his Pro- 
vidence. Whence have we all this but from the Goſpel? And there- 
fore the Goſpel has furniſhed us with ſuch Information as no one by the 
Light of Nature only, had or could acquire. | 


2dly. Tur Goſpel Information being ſ excellent it may be con- 
ddd tha it is not rejected by Infidels for any weakneſs in its Evi- 
dence but for another Reaſon, the Nature of its Doctrine, which lays : 
upon their Conduct an intollerable Reſtraint, impoſes the denying and 
ſubduing every inordinate Appetite, and affords no entertaining Prof. 
pect to any, but thoſe who fulfil the Precepts of it, This is the Spring 
from whence. have aroſe ſo many Doubts and Scruples propoſed to 


overthrow. 
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-overthrow the Evidence of the Goſpel, For Men unwilling to quit 


their darling Paſſions then begin to ſtart Difficulties about their Reli- 


gion, when their ſenſual Appetites have got the maſtery of their Rea- 


fon; when the whole Frame of Man heated and diſtempered by Luſt, 
by Vice and Wickedneſs rejects the ſober Evidence of cool nd delibe- 


Tate Reaſoning, and attempts at all Hazards to caſt off that Yoke which 
will oblige him to a thorough change of Life, or irrecoverably plunge 
Rim into Miſery and Diſpair. A wretched Deluſion! which firſt leads 
| . a Man into Danger, and then inſtead of ſhewing a way to eſcape, ſinks 

him deeper into ſure Deſtruction. 


4545 Tur View we have taken of the thick 8 which over 


ſpread the whole World, ſets before us in the ſtrongeſt Light the great- 
neſs of our Obligation to God for this glorious Manifeſtation of his 


Will; whereby he hath redeemed us from the Maze of Errour in which 


we wandered, and from the Dominion and Power of Satan, that he 


might of the Children of Wrath make us the Children of Grace. And 


it highly becomes us to expreſs our Gratitude by bringing forth the 
Fruits of this Divine Seed ſown in our Hearts, and as we have ſeen the 


Legbt, wall as Children of the Light. Not in the Luft of Concupiſcence 


as the Gentiles, which knew not GoD: For GoD hath not called us 


i. e. hath not manifeſted his Mill towards us and redeemed us from 
Darkneſs unto Uncleanneſs but unto Holineſs. Thoſe Times of Ignorance 
Go winked at, but we ſhall be inexcuſable, if we walk not accord- 
ing to the Rules he has preſcribed us; for Wo Wat that knoweth to do 


| Good and deth it nat to him it is Sin. 


LASTLY, it ſhould be heed that theſe Conſiderations enforce 
upon us our Duty in the ſtrongeſt Manner; for we have ſuperior Ta- 
lents imparted to zzs, and therefore from us will be expected a ſupe- 
rior Improvement — Theſe Things are made known unto vs and not 


unto the World, we being by our Education, Leiſure and Profeſſion 


better qualified to ſearch out the Myſtery and Benefit of our Redemp- 
tion, it is but Reaſon, therefore, that e ſhould endeavour to outſhine 
Men of meaner Abilities and fewer Advantages, For to whom much 


is 


(19 
is given of him will mach be required. That by our fteadinefs we 
may fie the Wavering, by our Prudence direct the Unwary, by our 

Knowledge recal thoſe who are miſled, and fmally by our upright and 
unblameable Conduct ſilence the Enemies of our Holy Religion. Theſe 
happy Precautions and commendable Reſolutions ſhall not fail to bleſs 
us with a chearful Paſſage thro' all the unſpeakable Uls of this eala- 

mitious World, knowing that they lead us to that everlaſting Reſt, _ 
which ſhall aſſuredly be the Portion of every good and faithful Ser- 

vant of Gon. | 8 | 
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